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General  Statistics. 


Area  of  District  in  acres — ....  ....  ....  4,294 

Rateable  Value  ....  ....  ....  ....  £71,739 

General  Rate  for  1940  ....  ...  ....  11/10 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  ....  ....  ....  £277  - 10  - 6 

Total  debt  for  all  purposes  ....  ....  ....  £125,903 

Debt  for  housing  only  ....  ....  ....  £82,176 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 

Population  for  the  Year  1931  ....  ....  13,023 

Estimated  Population  for  1940  ....  ....  14,480 

Number  of  Houses  on  Rate  Book  ....  ....  3,932 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1940  by  local  authority  Nil 

private  enterprise  Nil 
Number  of  births  registered  ; boys  101  ; girls  89  190 

Number  of  illegitimate  births;  boys  8,  girls  2 10 

Birth  rate  per  1000  of  population  ....  ....  ....  12.85 

Still-births — Males,  4 ; Females,  4.  8 

Number  of  deaths  ; males  92  ; females  81  173 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  ....  ....  ....  11.95 

Infantile  mortality,  per  1,000  births  ....  ....  ....  36‘84 

Women  dying  in  consequence  of  childbirth  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  1 

Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer — Males,  6 ; Females,  13.  19 
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Bridge  Street, 

Belper, 

July,  1941. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Belper  Urban  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I present  to  you  my  annual  report 
on  the  health  of  the  urban  district.  This  is  the  20th  report 
I have  had  the  honour  to  prepare  since  my  appointment  as 
your  Medical  Officer. 

War-time  circumstances  have  again  made  it  necessary 
for  the  Report  to  appear  in  a somewhat  abbreviated  form, 
but  every  endeavour  has  been  made  to  include  such  inform- 
ation as  to  enable  you  to  have  a clear  picture  of  the  town’s 
health  services. 

Some  of  the  usual  statistical  tables  have,  of  necessity, 
been  omitted,  but  from  comparative  figures  quoted  from 
time  to  time  it  will  be  seen  that  the  high  standard  of  health 
enjoyed  by  the  district  for  many  years  was  well  maintained 
during  1940,  although  the  total  of  notifiable  disease,  137  in  all, 
was  the  highest  for  a long  period.  This  is  largely  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  31  cases  of  measles  and  three  of  whooping 
cough,  which  became  notifiable  in  November  1939,  are  in- 
cluded in  the  total,  whereas  in  the  previous  year  only  two 
months  returns  were  included. 

By  far  the  brightest  feature  of  this  report  is  the  very 
substantial  decline  in  the  number  of  Diphtheria  cases.  Only 
five  were  reported  last  year  compared  with  42  in  1939 — the 
highest  total  for  five  years. 

Diphtheria  is  regarded  by  the  Medical  Profession  as  one 
of  the  most  serious  of  diseases  among  all  ages,  particularly 
children,  and  I shall  not  be  satisfied  until  the  disease  has  been 
stamped  out  entirely. 

But  to  achieve  this,  the  Medical  Authority  must  have  the 
fullest  co-operation  of  the  parents.  They  should  take  all 
possible  steps  to  prevent  the  disease  in  the  first  place,  and 
should  it  occur,  then  see  to  it  that  it  is  not  spread  to  other 
people. 
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Many  parents  have  taken  the  wise  precaution  to  have  their 
children  inoculated  against  the  disease,  but  there  are  still 
dozens  on  whom  the  responsibility  for  giving  their  children 
free  protection  still  rests.  I do  urge  those  people  to  register 
their  children  so  that  the  necessary  treatment  can  be  given 
them. 

In  other  countries  where  the  inoculatuon  treatment  has 
been  given  for  some  years  cases  of  Diphtheria  are  almost 
things  of  the  past.  We  can  achieve  that  in  Belper,  but  as  I 
have  already  said,  it  depends  on  the  parents  of  the  children. 
The  treatment  is  free,  painless  and  with  no  after  effects.  It 
can  be  obtained  by  application  being  made  at  the  Sanitary’s 
Inspector’s  Office  or  to  the  child’s  Teacher. 

The  largest  blot  on  the  town’s  register  of  health  during 
1940  was  caused  by  Scarlet  Fever.  It  was,  in  fact,  the  worst 
for  many  years.  To  the  total  of  137  cases  of  all  disease 
reported  during  the  year  Scarlet  Fever  contributed  67,  or 
nearly  50  per  cent. 

For  some  years  now  the  number  of  cases  of  this  disease 
has  been  a matter  for  some  concern  and  in  spite  of  repeated 
appeals  and  advice  to  parents  the  position  has  not  improved. 
Parents  must  realise  their  responsibility  to  their  children  and 
call  in  the  doctor  at  the  first  signs  of  illness.  Delay  in  such 
cases  is  dangerous  and  may  even  prove  fatal. 

Last  year  I had  something  to  say  on  this  subject,  and  in 
view  of  its  importance  I quote  it  below  : 

‘ ‘ It  is  important  that  this  disease  should  be  treated  in 
its  early  stages,  and  I cannot  emphasise  too  strongly  the 
necessity  or  advisability  of  people  calling  in  a doctor  at  the 
first  symptons  of  a sore  throat.  If  only  people  would  do 
this  it  would  be  possible  to  restrict  the  disease  and  thus  pre- 
vent it  spreading  to  others  in  the  household. 

Prevention  is  always  better  than  cure,  and  people  suffer- 
ing from  sore  throats  and  high  temperatures  should  on  no 
account  mingle  with  others.  One  can  appreciate  the  desire 
to  have  an  evening  at  the  cinema  or  other  places  of  enter- 
tainment in  these  times,  but  they  must  remember  that  they 
have  a duty,  not  only  to  themselves,  but  also  to  others.  Scarlet 
Fever,  like  Diphtheria,  is  acutely  infectious  and  soon  spreads 
among  those  low  in  health. 

Eight  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  last  year,  an  increase 
of  two  and  the  highest  since  1937,  when  ten  cases  were  reported, 
but  the  number  of  persons  suffering  from  Erysipelas  fell  by 
one  to  three. 
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There  was  one  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  the  same  as  the 
year  before,  one  oi  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  a reduction  of  one, 
and  one  Tubercular  Meningitis.  Six  cases  of  Cerebro  Spinal 
fever  were  also  notified. 

Of  the  1 1 cases  of  Tuberculosis  reported  nine  were  Pulmonary. 
The  other  patients  were  affected  in  the  knee  and  hip.  Three 
persons  died  as  a result  of  the  disease,  but  two  others  received 
their  discharge  as  being  cured. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  the  County  Offices,  Derby, 
is  open  on  Friday  of  each  week  for  treatment  of  patients, 
who  are  also  visited  at  their  homes  by  both  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  and  the  Health  Visitor. 

From  time  to  time  I have  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  district 
and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  although  at  some  of  the  schools 
the  accommodation  has  been  heavily  taxed  by  the  arrival 
of  evacuees,  I have  found  that  the  normal  routine  of  the  school 
has  not  been  interfered  with  to  any  great  extent. 

Generally  speaking,  the  health  and  cleanliness  of  the  children 
attending  the  schools  at  Eelper  are  good,  and  as  yet  I have 
found  no  evidence  of  the  health  and  development  of  the  child- 
ren having  been  affected  by  the  War. 

I would  again  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council, 
the  Clerk  (Mr.  J.  Percy  R.  Pym)  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
(Mr.  F.  Costello)  for  their  help  and  co-operation  in  all  matters 
during  the  past  year. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

RICHARD  C.  ALLEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  various 
notifiable  diseases  during  the  past  six  years  : 

1935  1936  1937  1938  1939  1940 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  5 

Non-pulmonary  ditto  3 

Scarlet  Fever  43 

Diphtheria  1 

Erysipelas  4 

Pneumonia  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Para  Typhoid  Fever  1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Tubercular  Meningitis 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 


Total  58 


9 11  679 

4 6 5 10  2 

55  58  44  40  67 

7 5 14  42  5 

4 2 4 4 3 

2 10  6 6 8 

1-12  1 
1 1 1 

6 

1 

- 31 

14  3 


82  92  81  126  137 


Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  of  charge  by  the 
Local  Authority  when  necessary. 
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During  the  year  173  persons  died — 92  males  and  81  females-- 
an  increase  of  eight  on  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate 
was  11.95  compared  with  11.26  in  1939,  and  11.08  in  1938, 
when  162  deaths  were  recorded. 


The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  the  deaths  registered 
in  1940. 


Cerebro-spinal  fever 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculosis 

Syphilitic  disease 

Influenza 

Cancer 

Diabetes 

Heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 

Appendicitis 

Other  digestive  diseases 

Nephritis 

Congenital  debility,  etc. 
Suicide 

Road  Traffic  accidents 
Other  violent  causes 
Other  causes 


M. 

3 

1 

2 

1 

5 

6 
1 

26 

5 

6 
0 
1 
1 
1 
7 
2 
1 
2 
2 

19 


F. 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

13 

4 
27 

0 

3 

5 
0 
0 
2 
2 
1 
0 
1 
2 

16 


Total  92  81 


Births  registered  during  the  year  totalled  190,  of  which 
number  101  were  boys.  The  total  represents  an  increase  of 
five  over  the  previous  twelve  months.  The  birth  rate  was 
12.85  as  against  12.62  in  1939,  and  15.7  during  1938.  There 
were  eight  still  births,  a decrease  of  one. 


Cases  of  notifiable  diseases  at  varying  ages  during  1940. 
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Biith  Rates,  Civilinn  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality, 
and  Case  Rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year  1990. 


148  Smaller 

126 

County 
Boro’s  and 

Towns 

(Resident 

London 

England 

Population 

Adminis- 

and 

Great  Towns 

25,000  to 

trative 

Wales. 

including 

50,000 

County. 

London. 

1931  Census). 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilion  Population. 

Births  : — 

Live 

14.  6 

16.  0 

15.  7 

13  7 

Still  

0.55 

0.64 

0.55 

0.44 

Deaths 

All  Causes 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

14.  3 

15.  8 

12.  8 

17.  8 

typhoid  Fevers 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  ,., 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.06 

0.06 

0.05 

0.01 

Influenza 

0.32 

0.29 

0.30 

0.18 

Small  Pox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

0.  2 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1 year  of 

age  

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

55 

61 

54 

50 

and  Enteritis  under  2 
years  of  age  ... 

4.6 

5.9 

4.4 

5.8 

Rates  per  1000  Civilation  Population. 

Notifications  : — 

Enteric  Fever... 

0.07 

0.06 

0.10 

0.06 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0.32 

0.33 

0.49 

0.28 

Scarlet  Fever... 

1.63 

0.53 

0.57 

0.82 

Whooping  Coug  h 

1.33 

1.29 

0.21 

0.22 

Diptheria 

1.16 

1.29 

1.21 

0.61 

Erysipelas 

0.58 

0.36 

0.30 

0.31 

Small  Pox 

0.00 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

10.24 

9.23 

9.99 

1.78 

Pneumonia 

1.20 

1.37 

1.00 

0.87 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e..  Live  and  Still). 

Maternal  Mortality  : — 

{Excluding  Abortion) 
Puerperal  Infection 

(No.  147)  

0.52 

— 

Others  ... 

1.64 

— Not  aval 

lable. 

Total  ... 

N otifications  : — 

2.16 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

3.34 

Peruperal  Pyrexia 

11.96 

13.90 

9.73 

13.30 
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Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

o 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  report  on  the  sanitary 
arrangements  for  the  district  and  the  improvement  work 
accomplished  since  my  appointment  seven  months  ago. 

Although  extra  demands  have  been  made  on  the  department 
by  various  Government  orders  dealing  with  A.R.P.  matters, 
Salvage,  etc.,  every  attention  has  been  given  to  the  normal 
sanitary  work  of  the  area. 

While  the  position  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  dustbins 
was  fairly  satisfactory  at  the  end  of  the  year,  much  work 
remains  to  be  done  in  this  direction.  Too  many  owners  of 
property  still  think  that  old  oil  drums  will  meet  the  purpose. 
They  will  not,  and  such  people  are  having  notices  served  upon 
them  to  discontinue  the  practice. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  3,197  water  closets,  356 
pail  closets  and  147  privy  middens  in  the  district.  Seven 
pail  closets  were  converted  during  1940,  and  nine  water  closets 
were  constructed. 

It  is  hoped  that  more  owners  of  property  will  take  advantage 
of  the  financial  assistance  given  by  the  Council  for  schemes 
of  conversion,  for  after  the  war  I shall  recommend  the  Council 
to  insist  on  all  conversions  where  there  is  a sewer  and  water 
supply  reasonably  available. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  work  carried  out  and  sanitary 
defects  dealt  with  during  the  period  under  review  : — 


Conversion  of  pail-closets  into  water-closets  ....  7 

Defective  water-closets  repaired  ....  ....  ....  24 

Additional  water-closets  provided  ....  ....  ....  9 

Insanitary  closets  made  satisfactory  ....  ....  2 

Renewals  of  dustbins  ....  ....  ....  6 

Defective  sink  waste-pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ....  4 

Defective  drains  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  8 

Defective  roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  4 

Defective  roof  spouting  and  downspouts  renewed  ....  11 

Defective  windows  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  5 

Damp  walls  in  houses  repaired  ....  ....  ....  2 
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Provision  of  town’s  water  to  houses  previously  supplied 

from  wells  ....  ....  ....  2 

Foul  condition  of  houses  ....  ....  ....  2 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ....  ....  1 

Animals  improperly  kept  ....  ....  ....  2 

Bedroom  floors  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  1 

Living  room  floors  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  1 

Defective  firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  ....  ....  3 

Bakehouses  in  dirty  condition  and  need  of  limewashing  2 
Cowsheds  with  defective  floors,  walls  and  lack  of 

cleanliness  ....  ....  ....  6 

Number  of  visits  and  revisits  in  connection  with  the 

foregoing  ....  ....  ....  302 

Inspection  of  drainage  works  ....  ....  ....  33 

Inspections  of  premises  where  foodstuffs  are  prepared  56 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foodstuffs. 

Number  of  dairies,  cowsheds,  etc.,  on  the  Register  ....  45 

Visits  to  ditto  ditto  ....  ....  ....  26 

Number  of  cowsheds  limewashed  after  service  of  notices  6 
Number  of  cowshed  walls  cement  rendered  after  notice  3 

New  floors  to  cowsheds  ....  ....  ....  2 

Provision  of  dairies  ....  ....  ....  1 

Provision  of  milk  coolers  ....  ....  ....  2 

Bakehouses  limewashed  after  notice  ....  ....  2 

The  bakehouses  as  a whole  are  reasonably  satisfactory . 

Foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Bacon  ....  3|  cwts. 

Brawn  ....  561bs. 

Fish  ....  211bs. 

Pork  ....  60  lbs. 

Tins  of  food  of 
various  kinds  91  tins. 

Visits  have  been  paid  to  eight  fried  fish  shops  and  all  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Cost  of  collection  & disposal  of  house  refuse  & nightsoil. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Cost  of  collection  of  house  refuse  .... 

1459 

17 

6 

Disposal  of  refuse,  tipping 

111 

18 

6 

Destructor 

519 

12 

0 

Destructor  Loans  and  Interest 

125 

0 

0 

Total 

2216 

8 

0 

Removal  of  nightsoil  (by  contract) 

217 

9 

0 

Emptying  of  cesspools  (by  Council  workmen) 

84 

5 

4 

Total  for  scavenging 

301 

14 

4 

Housing  Work. 

All  complaints  received  have  been  dealt  with  and  in  all 
cases  the  owners  have  put  the  work  in  hand.  In  some  cases 
there  was  delay  owing  to  the  shortage  of  material  and  labour. 
Wuth  regard  to  overcrowding  it  has  not  been  possible  to  take 
any  action,  owing  to  the  district  having  to  receive  so  many 
evacuees  and  it  would  appear  that  for  the  duration  of  the  war 
this  position  must  remain. 

Petroleum  and  Carbide  Storage. 

All  premises  where  petrol  or  carbide  is  stored  have  been 
visited  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  chairman 
and  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  for  the  help  they  have 
afforded  me  during  the  year. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  COSTELLO, 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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